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Our commitment is to 
be the definitive source 
of  practical advisory 
services and our clients’ 
most powerful advocates.



Progressive and Pragmatic

Known for taking on and solving complex problems, our team has 

a business-minded perspective that is essential to clients with 

challenging legal needs who value a practical and results-oriented 

approach. This approach is evident in resolving disputes before they 

escalate, negotiating effectively with people from around the world and 

applying in-depth knowledge of complex industries to provide more 

insightful guidance. 

Our clients are Belgian and multinational financial institutions, 

corporations, private equity and investment funds, associations and 

government entities.

We focus on: 

•	 Corporate and securities

•	 Mergers and acquisitions

•	 Restructuring 

•	 Competition/antitrust

•	 Energy and network industries  

•	 Financial services and asset management 

•	 Asset-based and structured finance 

•	 Dispute resolution

•	 Labor and employment

•	 Tax

As one of the first US law firms 

to establish an office in Brussels, 

Dechert has been working with 

domestic and multinational 

businesses in Belgium for more 

than 40 years. We help clients plan 

and implement major corporate 

and financial transactions, resolve 

disputes under the rules of the 

European Union, local courts and 

arbitration proceedings, and address 

complex competition law and 

regulatory issues. 

Our lawyers are multinational and 

versatile in background and training. 

We join with colleagues throughout 

Europe, the United States and Asia 

to deploy the best resources to 

accomplish our clients’ objectives.
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Our Services 

CORPORATE AND SECURITIES 
Dechert is recognized as a leading firm for mergers and acquisitions 
and private equity. We advise buyers and sellers in negotiating, 
structuring and financing tax-efficient transactions around the  
world. Our lawyers have extensive experience in takeover bids, 
including hostile defense, and have participated in many of the 
largest takeovers in Belgium in the past 20 years. 

We also advise on joint ventures, licensing, corporate and 
capital restructurings, distribution arrangements, franchising and 
manufacturing agreements, corporate governance and compliance, 
and shareholder agreements and disputes.

COMPETITION/ANTITRUST 
On both sides of the Atlantic, Dechert has a powerful antitrust team 
working with clients on deal structuring, business planning, merger 
clearance, government investigations and enforcement actions as 
well as on private antitrust disputes. Now with an antitrust team 
in Asia, we handle major international antitrust matters seamlessly 
across the major centers for antitrust enforcement. 

We specialize in minimizing risk associated with global cartel 
investigations. Our competition team advises clients on commercial 
relationships that may pose antitrust concerns, such as intellectual 
property licensing arrangements, distribution activities and pricing 
practices. We have particular experience representing clients in 
the airline, pharmaceutical, food, energy and chemical industries 
before the European Commission and national competition 
authorities. 

ENERGY AND NETWORK INDUSTRIES  
Our lawyers combine corporate/securities and competition/antitrust  
practices with in-depth experience involving the structure, transactions, 
regulation and operations of network industries, such as electricity,  
natural gas, railways and telecommunications. We advise on all aspects  
of relations between energy producers, suppliers, network operators,  
access seekers and large industrial customers, and assist clients on their 
strategic policies, acquisitions, investments and the full spectrum of  
market issues, including trading platforms and instruments.

We also represent market players in proceedings, e.g., on contracts  
or against regulators regarding policies and tariffs. For example, we  
have assisted several major high-level operators on their unbundling 
processes; a Transmission System Operator on a EUR 600 million  
IPO; and EU market players on the establishment of the Belgian  
power exchange and unified market mechanisms.

FINANCIAL SERVICES AND ASSET MANAGEMENT 
Lawyers in our Brussels office represent investment management 
companies, private funds, European retail funds (UCITS) and  
distributors. We advise on regulatory and transactional matters  
such as fund organization and distribution, qualification of UCITS  
for public offer and sale, marketing and promotion. Our Brussels  
team also advises financial institutions on Belgian and European  
corporate and regulatory law. 



Experience. 
Innovation. 
Responsiveness.

ASSET AND STRUCTURED FINANCE  
We represent US and European banks and borrowers on 
asset-based finance transactions. Our lawyers have been 
instrumental in developing novel financing structures for real 
estate, manufacturing facilities, aircraft, railroad rolling stock, 
ships, public transport infrastructure, telecommunications and 
other high-tech equipment. We often advise on cross-border 
transactional work involving parties located in two or more 
jurisdictions, and frequently take advantage of asymmetries in 
tax or accounting treatment in different jurisdictions to achieve 
benefits for our clients that are not available in conventional 
financing structures.

DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
Belgium is distinctive in that lawyers who structure business 
relationships and transactions often handle disputes related to 
them as well. Thus, our corporate lawyers are also highly skilled 
in resolving disputes in national courts and before arbitration 
panels—more than 50 ICC arbitrations alone. 

Our Brussels lawyers litigate and arbitrate disputes flowing from 
corporate transactions and also bring in our Paris and UK-based 
international arbitrators, one of the strongest arbitration teams in 
the world, to handle cases for clients and those with whom they 
do business nationally and internationally. 

LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT  
Dechert’s employment lawyers work with international 
companies to structure employment relationships and manage 
workforce adjustments in Belgium, elsewhere in Europe and in 
the United States. We also advise multinational businesses on 
disputes in Belgium involving compliance matters, collective 
labor relations, works councils, union representation and labor-
management negotiations. 

We frequently assist clients in the labor law aspects of corporate 
acquisitions, divestitures and reorganizations. 

TAX 
We advise on the corporate income tax, VAT and other tax 
issues related to inbound and outbound investment, mergers, 
acquisitions and reorganizations, licensing, leasing, financing 
and collective investment activities. We also advise on personal 
tax issues affecting the executives and employees of our clients. 
Working with tax lawyers in other Dechert offices, we devise 
cross-border solutions that enable our clients to maximize the 
after-tax returns on their investments and transactions.



About Dechert

“Dechert LLP’s practice covers a wide range of 
high-profile and sophisticated matters with an 
international client base of companies in a variety 
of industries. The firm has developed unique 
experience in regulated industries and regularly 
advised clients as interested third parties in major 
EU and US merger investigations and positioned 
them as suitable purchasers for divested assets 
resulting from the approval of the merger by the 
antitrust authorities”.  

The Legal 500 Europe

Highly recommended for Corporate/M&A in Belgium. 

Practical Law Company

“A solid team with good expertise, offering hands-
on advice, a client-friendly service and a solution-
oriented approach”. 

Chambers Europe

“This compact team provides clients with ‘to-the-point 
advice, good value and a pragmatic and commercial 
attitude’. The lawyers in Brussels are able to tap into 
the expertise of their colleagues in the USA, and are 
experienced handling high-profile instructions”.  

Chambers Europe
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