
a special report

The lawyers in our 2018 special report 
scored great results for clients in high-
stakes matters. Among the wins: obtaining 
a big victory for a pharmaceutical company 
in its first bellwether trial; defending a credit 

card company in antitrust litigation; and 
scoring a home run for the Boston Red Sox. 
We’ve invited these star litigators to tell their 
stories and share their trial tips. We present  
them here. —Lisa Helem
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 Tell us abouT your biggesT Trial 
win from January 2017 To July 2018 
and how you achieved The resulT 
for your clienT. 

Dechert won a defense verdict for R.W. Sauder, 
a family egg business, in a rare antitrust class-ac-
tion trial. Plaintiffs alleged that 13 egg producers 
conspired to reduce the domestic supply of eggs 
through early slaughter of hens, at-loss exports, 
and a “sham” animal welfare program designed to 
reduce the U.S. hen population.

Facing $1.1 billion in alleged damages, 10 of 
the producers settled; Sauder and two others went 
to trial. Keen to avoid a “battle of the experts,” 
Dechert instead sought to demonstrate Sauder’s 
independent decision-making through clear client 
testimony, not econometric analysis. After a five-
week trial, the jury concluded that, while a conspir-
acy existed, Sauder had not joined it.

 share Two Trial Tips ThaT have 
been key To your success. 

1) Each case is unique. Each case deserves con-
sideration of a unique approach. Just because “ev-
eryone” uses an economic expert in an antitrust 
case doesn’t mean it is always appropriate.

2) Listen to your clients and let them speak in 
their own words. Although they may need help in 
learning how to testify, they know the facts better 
than anyone. ■

ThE naTional law jouRnal SEPTEMBER 2018

Reprinted with permission from the September 2018 edition of THE NATIONAL LAW JOURNAL © 2018 ALM Media Properties, LLC. All rights reserved. Further duplication without permission is 
prohibited. For information, contact 877-257-3382, reprints@alm.com or visit www.almreprints.com. # 005-08-18-22

winning litigators

decherT
Christine Levin and steven Bizar

www.imreprints.com

