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Joseph F. Donley has successfully tried cases in state and federal courts in numerous jurisdictions as
well as in multiple arbitration forums.
In securities litigation, Mr. Donley has represented public investment companies, investment
partnerships, and private equity funds. He has won trials in recent years on behalf of private equity
funds in the Delaware Chancery and New York federal courts. He also obtained dismissals on behalf
of corporate defendants at an early stage in several recent securities matters, and has successfully
prosecuted several cases involving the acquisition or transfer of bonds. Mr. Donley has also been
active in merger and acquisition litigation and recently defeated an attempt to enjoin a business
combination between publicly held medical device companies.
In commercial litigation, Mr. Donley has regularly appeared in state and federal courts in New York for
three decades, including in cases involving contract, shareholder, real estate, securitization, and
insurance coverage issues. For example, Mr. Donley won a trial in the Southern District of New York
in consolidated cases involving insurance coverage issues in which his clients recovered the
maximum permitted under the policy. His experience in arbitration includes numerous disputes
among shareholders in privately held corporations. In recent arbitrations, he has obtained
multi-million dollar awards for the claimants in a real estate valuation matter involving a prominent
New York office tower, and in a contract dispute between telecommunication companies.

Mr. Donley has also been retained on numerous occasions to defend and prosecute appeals. He
recently won an appeal before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit that resulted in a
landmark opinion on standing under the federal racketeering laws.
Mr. Donley is a Recipient of The Boris Kostelanetz President’s Medal (2013) from the New York
County Lawyers’ Association.

EDUCATION
Allegheny College, B.A., 1974, magna cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa
New York University School of Law, J.D., 1977, cum laude, Order of the Coif, member of
the Law Review, Pomeroy Scholar (1975 and 1976)

ADMISSIONS
New York
United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit
United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit
United States District Court for the Eastern District of New York
United States District Court for the Southern District of New York

MEMBERSHIPS
American Arbitration Association panel of arbitrators
National Futures Association panel of arbitrators
Multiple litigation-related committees for the New York City Bar Association

